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The FAFSA becomes available on October 1 of each year. You can fill it out online or fill in 
a PDF, print it out, and mail it in. It is a good idea to fill out the FAFSA as early as possible, 
because some schools give out financial aid in the order in which they receive the 
information from the FAFSA. There is no fee for filing the FAFSA. But beware, in recent 
years, some Internet companies have sprung up offering to fill out your FAFSA for a fee. 
This is unnecessary. The form may look overwhelming, but it is actually pretty simple. I 
will show you exactly how to fill it out below. When you look at the FAFSA, make sure 
that you go to the government website at www.fafsa.ed.gov to avoid imposter websites.

You should fill out and submit your FAFSA as soon as possible after the October 1 
opening date. Even though the FAFSA form gives a deadline of June 30, colleges tend to 
make their financial aid decisions in February and March, so they need that information 
as quickly as possible. If you're worried that you do not have all of your tax forms in 
January, it is best just to estimate by using last year's tax returns. You can correct the 
FAFSA esti¬mates when you have your completed return.
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Income Tax Information: These questions are easy to answer if you have done a draft 
of your tax return. If you haven't done your taxes yet, use your W-2 and your previous 
year's tax form to put in estimates. You can amend your answers later. Do not put off 
filing the FAFSA until you file your taxes on April 15! You should send in your FAFSA as 
close to the October 1 opening date as possible, even if it means that you have to 
amend your tax information later.
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